SUBSTANTIAL

PARK

PROPNSED FOR DOVER

Jovs, Alternative Energv and More

By Jim Frankowiak

“The Imperium Companies want to bring a new type of "green’ to
Dover,” said Kvle Mowitz, president. This green would be a renewable
encegy park, a large scale alternative energy and eco-industrial rescarch
park to be developed on a reclaimed phosphate mining site in the
soncheast quadrant of East State Road 60 and South Dover Road. The
park would comprisc approximately 3, (00-acres and its boundaries arc
roughly SR 60 to the north, Durant Road to the south, South Dover
Road on rthe west and Turkey Creed Road to the cast.

“The overall theme for the project is Clean Encrgy, Clean Fucl,
Clean Food and Clean Warer," said Mowitz.  “The project will be
developed as a privately-funded world-class showease of alternacive
cnergics, sostainable development principles and practices, plus a
rescarch component.” The selection of Dover for this project was the
result of many facrors. “Nowhere clse in the connty conid we find a
Jarge contguons land area of 3,100-acres thar was outside required
hurricanc evacuation zones with direct access to urban and agricuteural
employment base and resources,” he said. “We anticipare 500 — 600
green legacy jobs in the county as a result of the park, plus hundreds
more during the construction process, with others as a resule of indireet
impacts. The Park will also add to the couney tax hase,” said Mowitz.
Minu reclamation activities contie on the site and are anticipated to
roll nto construction of the Renewable Energy Park starting by the end
of chis year.

“Sonw of the existing rapography makes portions of the site the
highese natural ridge in the counry with rail access via the CSX mainline,
power grid accessibility ro TECO transmission lines, a natural gas main,
dircer access to major roadways and truck routes, as well as a viable
rcuse of a former heavyyinduserial phosphate mining operation,” said
Mowirz. He noted there is also the potential for *Brownficld™ seatus for
the site which would offer additional incentives.

The praposed site also offers access to municipal water, sewer and
reclaimed waste water via the Valrico Advance Waster Water ‘Irearment
Plant, which is Jess than two miles to the northwest.

The proposed Park wouhl offer a range of renewable energy
technologics, including:

= A biomass-to-cuergy systemy able to process

scquestration of carbon diexide emissions from the bromass production
process. The Park also plans to work cooperatively with the adjaceot
agricultural community to grow products needud for research and use
as feedstock.

Imipurinm and its team filed an application to create a new Land
Use Category, Energy Industrial Park (EIP), with Hillsborough County
this past Avgust. This new category, alony with the expansion’of the
Urban Service Area Boundary, would permir the Park to tie into county
water and sewer systems, vital needs for a project of this type, Although
the county bas publicly srated its desire to foster green development
along the I-4 corridor, the Impertum team was unable to find a site along
the corridor that mer the required infrascructural needs specifically
suited for a Renewable Energy Parck having mulriple renewable energy
technolugics requiring large traces of comtignows land area.

The EIP nse designation that has been requested for the Park will
consist of a mix of alternanve energy production and rescarch type
faciliries with supporting educational and employment vses to create a
much nceded sustainable, viable cconomic base in the western Tampa
Bav arca.

Cowny planacrs want Iimperium to prove why it 1s necessary for
this project to be located outside the county’s Urban Service Arca, an
arca specificd for devclopmenr. The proposed site's western houndary
abuts the carrent Urban Service Arca boundary for almost two mites
and fronts SR 60 for abour 1.2 miles. The site is across the street from
the county Fairgrounds in castern Hillsborough County. The Plasning
Commission will make a recommendation on Imperiam’s Jand use
apphication to the Board of County Commissioners, the ultimate
Jdecision makers. A public hearing on the proposal is scheduled for
February 22. County Board action ts anticipated this April.

In the meantime Imperium s scheduling mectings with local
citizens proups and residents of subdivisions adjacent o the proposed
Park. “1, and members our team, will be at every one of these meetings.
To me ir is viral thar the president and partners of the organization
proposing this project b present to answer the hard guestions and carn
the rrust of prospective neighbors.” he said.

200,000 tons of vard and tree waste annually,
suficient  to generate 30 megawatts of dean
power
+ Two. 60 Megawatt Municipal Solid Wast
(MSW) to energy systems that would process
some 2,500 tons per day of MSW into reeyelable
metal and plastics, clean conditioned warer,
clean cellulose hber and seerilized mert waste.
This will be sufficient to produce an additional
120 megawatts of green clectric power or
millions of gallons of catalytic ethanol while
decreasing Jandfll needs for the processed
wase
«  Solar Encrgy gencrated from a 100-acre field
of photovoltaic panel modules, producing 10
megawatrs
+  Wind energy producing {0 megawacts
¢ Producrion of biofucls from living organisms
or from organic or food waste products
The Park may include borh algac and aquaculcore
systems, the former as 2 biodiesel fuel and the larrer ro
produce fish stock. such as fresh tilapia. Both systems
wonld use the same infrastructure,  including  the
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